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largely on the line of development which the nationalist move-
ment takes.

The Jews

The organization of the Jewish community is regulated by a
law passed in 1931, which laid down the composition and functions
of the various institutions of the three communities of Baghdad,
Mosul and Basra, (A fourth community, that of Diala, was
added in 1932.) Through these institutions the communities
possess self-government in their own affairs.

The majority of Jews in Iraq are Arabic-speaking and belong
to families which have been settled in the country for hundreds
or even thousands of years. They live mainly in the large towns,
in the economic life of which they have a large part. They are
manufacturers, merchants, financiers, and follow the free pro-
fessions. Their influence is particularly great in Baghdad. In
the north of the country Kurdish-speaking Jews are to be found ;
they are mainly traders and craftsmen in the Kurdish towns, but
a number of Jewish agricultural villages exist in the Amadia district.
Their communal life is highly organized. There is a large
number of Jewish schools, some of them subsidized by the
Government, and many of them reaching a comparatively high
standard. There is a class of highly cultivated and Westernized
Jews.

There is no open and official discrimination against them.
Individual Jews are to be found in Parliament, the Civil Service
and the Army; the first and greatest Minister of Finance,
Sassoon Heskail, was a Jew. There is, however, a considerable
hostility towards them, because of traditional religious hatred
and their economic power* This has increased greatly in recent
years as a natural consequence of Arab opposition to Zionism.
It is true that the Iraqi Jews, like the Oriental Jews, are for the
roost part not Zionists by conviction; some of them indeed
profess to be Arab nationalists and are hostile to Zionism. It
is inevitable, however, that some of the hostility which Arabs
fed for Jewish designs on Palestine should be directed to the Jews
in their midst The growing hostility showed itself most cleariy
m the incidents which followed the collapse of RashidAFs move-
ment ia Baghdad m 1941, In the past few years, many Iraqi
jews, aware tbat their fa&zae in Iraq is dark, have emigrated to
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